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1o GEIEAL

The Upper Mississippi Refuge extends 284 miles from the mouth of the
Chippewa River, below Lake Pepin, nearly to Roek Island, Illinois,
The northegouth length of this 195,000-acre refuge provides a great
variety of wildlife habitats, An interspersion of life sones a2llows
for existence of plants and snimals normally found in move northerly
or southerly areas,

Habitat types on the Upper Mississippi Refuge include wooded bottonm
lands, extensive marshes, sloughs, ponds, wet meadows and sand
prairie, For most of its length the refuge is bordered by steep
bluffe and wooded hillsides, Havigation pools with locks and control
gates provide water mansgement and are controlled by the US Army
Corps of Engineers,

Be Climatic and lighitat

The year 1976 wes one of weather vagaries which resulted in 12 new
daily temperature records in the VWinona, Mimnesota area, Below
normal precipitation occurred during nine months of the year with
only .01 insch in Hovember, the driest November in history, breaking
MWMof.Nm. “tiﬂ‘%s;

Overall temperatures were fairly close to monthly normals but abnormal
temperatures ocourred early and late in the year. January's mean
temperature of 9,9 was about two-thirds of the normal 15,7, The
December mean of 12.6 was also far below the novmal 21,4, Tempere~
tures ranged from 46 during an unseasonably mild break in mid-
December to ~27 degrees on the last day of the year, Except for that
unusual high, December was the coldest in recent years, Twenty days
of the menth showed below zero readings,

The heaviest snowfall of the year was only 4.5 inches and greatest
snow depth was 8 inches, There was no flood threaet in 1976, The
high water level reached 13,2 feet on April 5, at Winona,

Msmmmmfmunt.viﬁ:thewtmmmum
on June 13, Vinds of 60 miles per hour did considerable damage to
irees and other property, Rainfall was scarce, either in trasce or
heavy amounts per occurrence., !May showed 2,62 inches of rain vhich
fell during 48 hours in mid-month, Normal is 4,15 inches.

June showed 2,04 inches, much of which fell the last twe days of the
month, less than helf the 4,87 noxrmal, July was the wettest month of
the year with 4,32 inches in three rainfalls, slightly above normal,
Twenty-two days in August were without precipitation., Totel rainfall
in 1970 was 21,43 inches, compared to & normal of 31,37 and a 1975

total of 35.70 inches,
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However, some beaver ponds and other furbearer habitat dried completely
or fell so low that frecse-outs were imminent, Heavy fish kill is
expected in those shalliow areas where escape routes dried up prior to
freese~up and oxygen depletion will ocour even if they do not freesme
$o the bottom, Umusually heavy lce had formed by the end of December,
Although barge traffic continued until mid-December, they were breaking
heavy ice to pet through the last couple of weeks, The rate of river
flow was the lowest at Look and Dam 11, Dubugue, Iowa ainee it was
tailt iIn 1957,

1. Fee Title

There is no active land acquisition program on the refuge, iany
opportunities to pick wp inholdings have cccurred but sutherizing
legislation in 1924 limited the purchase price to ten dollars per
aocre, This has not changed, though land values have risen

3. Qther
tothing to report,
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The south ferm access road at Spring Lake was raised and graveled,
making it safe for all-weather use, The Spring Lake croass dike and
remainder of the dike also received a grevel coating, The Goosepoint
Overlock at Spring Lake was cleared of trees to provide better visi-
bility for waterfowl observation,

Co Mildfire

On November 18, a fire was started in a frozen marsh northwest of
Lawrence Lake, La Crosse Dimtriect, Fueled by tall grasses end
pushed by a 20 mile per hour wind, the fire burned about 325 acres
before it was extinguished by over 25 volunteer firemen from three
area commmities, The fire burned from mideafternocon until 11:00 pm,
Finnesota DR Forestry persomnel supervised the operation, A wind
switch as the {ire reached the refuge boundary saved an adjacent
farmotead from possible damege, Effects on habitat may be benefi-
cial, District persomnel were concerned about some record and nearw
record trees in that area but only minimel damage occurred to forest
land, The cost will be borme by the Milwaukee Railroad., At least
five other fires of one to five scres were believed deliberately set
on refuge islands, No serious damage occurred,

A. Croplands
Farning was done only in the Cassville and Ssvenna Distriocta.

CREEY 3 triet

Seven farming permittees raised 181 acres of corn and 20 acres of
grain sorghum, In spite of low rainfall, production was good. The
refuge share was 60 escres of corn and all of the grain serghunm,
This was left standing, Ceese use the fields in the fall and most
duck uvse is in the spring,

Sa VR STrict

There were five cocperative agreements on 162 acrves of farmland,
Corn and millet produced low yield in bushels but grain wes of high
quality, The refuge share was left for wildlife except for 700
bushels of corn harvested for banding beit, Utilisation of standing
erops by wildlife at Pleasant Creek was nearly complete. Up to 4,000
mallaxds used the Spring Lake units in late fall,
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ummnmummmmmm,

is presently no active timber management program, rost of this $ifber
is anmually flooded and conaists of elm, silver maple and cottonwood
with some swamp white cak on higher grownd, This usually is in the
upper portions of the poola,

E. Other Jabitat

Hothing special to report,

mwam"wmmmmmw. Mach of

"wmmmmtwﬁm status, These are 3,000
sores in the Mack River bottoms (Wisconsin) and 2,000 acres in the
Root River bottoms (iimesota), Doth ave mature bottomland forest
with scattered mareshes and sloughs,

mmmmmx@mﬁmmmwz}amu These are the
Reno bottoms immediately south of Loeck and Dam B in Mirmesota end the
Winneshiek bottoms in Wiseonsin, across from Lansing, Iowa,

mmmiazmhungmﬁmammmmzm, Sny Magill

bottoms and the Harpevs Slough Island group, Total screage is about
£,900,




m«:mmmmqummmw
River by the FWE was reported seen near Marshland, Wisconsin in early
August, The obssrver thought she saw & band on each leg, The released
birds had & band on one leg and a radio transmitter on the other,

The status of the mld esgle is to be changed Yo "threatened" in Mimnew
common migrants in the district, About 40 of them over-wintered in
1975=76, The late fall indicated fow would remain due to heavy ice

spreys and Double-crested Cormorents nest adjacent to the Trempealeau
ag:ammmwmmm Both are endangered under Wiseonsin

use the Cassville district also, 4 new nest was

cosmonly
discoversd by the refuge menager, Twe younz were suscessfully fledged,
Gspreys are also coimonly observed on the district during migrations,
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The spring migretion was nearly s month earlier than usual due to mild
weather, mmwrmw«rmaw.m.ww
69,00 the second week of April, 1975, However, use days Farch through
mmi,@,&ﬁ%hh?&.%&ﬂ?% Mallards peaked at
15,000, canvasback 14,000, scaup 7,000 and wood duck 6,200,

Yesters ineclude mallaxd, black green~winged teal, blue-winged teal,
wood ducks and hooded mergansers, Irood counts arve difficnlt due te
heavy cover and shallow water in brood areas, OSpring wood duck flight
counts were down abeut 50 pewrcent but teal appeared to be up.

Wood duck bending requived considerable time but the vefuge quota of
200 was reached with 208 banded, Nest were taken in floating traps.

The duck season opened with about 50 percent of the normal duck populas
tion in early October, but twice the uwsual mumber of hunters, Cleswres
in other aveas due to fire danger sttracted many lnnters to this arvea.
But mid-Cotober, duck mumbers were up to normel, The peak was 49,110
ﬂu:utmkéaem. The 1975 peak was 31,570, A new record peak
for this dietrict was 15,700 canvasbacks,

3y the first week in December most ducks were gone dus to early freegze-
ups The September to December use days totaled 1,883,000,

Decause of high firve hazard the northern portion of Minnesota was
closed to hunting wntil late Cetober, It is felt that many ducks
remained in that area and did not resch the La Crosse distriet until
eold temperatures iced over habitat here and caused many birds to by-pass
this area.

Fall use for at least thyee species showed greatly reduced use, Canvase
backe reglstered 1,694,805 use days, down 53 pevcent frem 1975, widgeon
826,884 days, down 42 percent and coot 3,932,950 use days, down 36

1te River ice formed three to four weeks szhead of normal, Iy the
first week of lovember, only fast-flowing sloughs and navigation channels
were ice-~free ond waterfowl use wes curtailed,
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Geese make limited use of Pool 9, A peak of 1,000 Canadas stopped at
Lansing Big Lake on April 3.
vhistling swans use of Fool § is usually minor, Theve were 20 in the
spring and 300 in the Marpers Slowugh Closed Avea November 20,

Coots pesked at 18,000 during the spring and 60,000 in the fall, The
breeding population was 400 and production was 500, up from 300 in 1975,

Gaagville DIiBTPict

with other avess, the spring breakup brought early migrents into the
Cassville district with the firet birds noted in Febwuary, The peak

spring population was down 30,000 frem the 97,645 in 1975. Fewer scaup
and ringneoks made the difference, Open water up the river probably

peak of 43,120 coourring the last week of
Cotobar,

The largest increase was in canvasbacks, up from 100 in 1975 to 4,000
in 1976, Goaup rose from 7,000 to 15,000 and ringnecks from 1,000 to
8,000, Fnllaxrde were up from 3,100 to 10,000,

ool counte were run in June and esrly July. Production showed 5,928
wood ducks, 1,472 mellards and 200 hooded mergansers, Drood habitat
was oxcellent but low water mede counts difficult,

The 200 wood ducks banding guots was veached with 64 taken in bait
traps and the remainder in net tmap.

amwmmmums#mmfﬂmwm
percent blue-winged teal, 16 percent mallards and 15 percent green~
wingsd teal, The refuge manager agein perticipated in the statistical
bag checks run by the Wisconsin DIR as d4id other refuge persomnel
working in Visconsin and Finesota, This required & great amount of
time taken from cther duties.

S OVAYYE
L e

W#WHMWBMtMt;mﬁwlmm
usual, Diver use of Pool 13 was spectacular in April with 92,400 scaup
there on April 2 and 140,000 on the district at that time.

Woold duek flight counts indicated an increase of 27 percent over the
previous year,

cond’tione, Canada geese produced 40 young in the district, an
incresse, An encoureging fact was that 20 weve produced in Pool 12,
an srea wvhere offoris are being made to establish a nesting floek
there,

Jood duck banding on Spring Leke yeilded 410 wood ducks in 10 days
using four fleating tmaps, This year the age ratios favored hadching
year birds and smay be considered an indication of excellent production,
The sex ratiopfavored males, which is normal,



ae@mﬁumtmmm. mdmmtﬂm.m
mmmmmm1we, mmm

mmmmmmmmm Bluewwinged teal
were scarce, Dags showed as many green~winged teal as blue wings with
average bag of two birds on opening weekend,

The first half of the Iowa season showed a slightly lower bas than
M Wood ducks, most common, were down 50 percent in the bag,

inged teal were almost as comson, Usuzlly bluewinced teal
mmmmm

The Tllinois duck season and second portion of the Iowa season opened
Cetober 23, with the bag well below novmel at 6 duck per hunter on
MM wmuanmmxumuzmm

in
mmmm. mmhm ' Mmeﬁ%ﬂs,
MM&QWWMWMMWWQM in 1973

Doublowerested coxmorants are comson summer residents, A smell colony
was found just off the refuge but the 13 nests were destroyed by hish
wind in July, mwmmummmmmumm

nest platforms,

The Yelson and Idlewild great blue heron and common egret rookeries
were retagged in the spring, There were 407 nests in the Helsen
ﬂeom, About 75 percent were active and 30 percent were egrets.

the Idlewild rockery had 587 neets in 1976, The great blue heron
Wynﬁuzmmmﬂﬂszmmwmmtmt
time by refuge persennel, The rookery contains 71 neste in 39 trees,
It is 100 percent hewon and 90 percent active,

0f the 43 yowng great blue herons collected in June by Heologicel
Services personmel from five rookeries, eleven wore taken from the
Helson area for pesticides analysis,



i
W

La Crosse District

to rookery survey data, heron and egret populations have been
past two years, This is further discussed under special

he sared § '::':“«h«e' Louisians horon and white pelican were unusual visiters
o the Lo Crosse district in 1976, The Loulsiana heron is not listed
on the refuge bixs pl.g.,. The itwo domen pelicans were present through
August and Seplember, The eared grebe was noted during a waterfowl
gurvey by Fansger Dutis,

White Pelicans~-

the first sight-
ing on the

La Crosse Dist.
in recent years.

KB-?G"Z-

Langins Uistrietl

sreat blue herons and common egrets nesi in & rookexy in the Reno
bottoms near Cenoé, ‘.‘.'f!.ﬁ?ﬁ'.,ﬁﬁ‘si;‘l. The peak population of egretis was 600,
with 400 young produced, OCreat blus herons peaked at 1900 and produced
700 young. 4 severe thunderstorn with high vinde and hail hit h
rookery at the peal of the 1976 nesting season, destroying nany nests

——
and young.

Croen hereons are wut the district. 4 peak of 800

birds "LI}’, el

fairly comson throug
J YOUNE.

med and vellow-grovmed night herons plus American and least
were present in small mumbers
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(BSOVILIe Jig 3 SACT
There are five ve great blue heron rockeries in the district., The

1976 census indicated all were active, Butler Lake rookery in Pool 10,
Iowa, has 200 active neats, Vogt Lake vookery, alse in Fool 10, Iowa,
has 99 active nests, Twelvewiiile Island Vorth reokery in Pool 11,
Wisconsin hes 64 active nests and the South rookery has 113,

&mwmmmw.ﬂmmmﬁwaﬂmm
serial check of refuge and has not yet been censured. About 99 perecent
of the active nests are those of the great blue hevon and the remainder
common egret, mmmtmmmmmmmn
2085, Stable populations were indfcsted in all but the Twelvew{le

L “e

;
i
;
|
a
E

binls wntil after the nesting seasen, They were then often seen there,
For mmamm,mmwmmw
hunters were received,

A Rag s i) TRn 8150

: houghout the distriet in 1976, over 400
were seen in the Spyring lLake ares . .

sightings ave made while performing other duties, A rave sighting of
.ammmmﬂw«-mmmemamzmtmm. Uncorzon
observations in the same district inelude dunlin and Daiwd's sandpiper,

mmammmmmutmm
the Winona distriet, Other data ave noted in IV - 1,
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mmmnmmwmmmwmmwwwm
4 reptor migration study by 3ill Smith, a local university student,
— includes some banding, Ec__Wsmhm;mm

mamm:m%a»mgmm,zwmtm,
were observed, The largest group of 81 binmds was soen below the Comdove
power plant where & large avea of open water persisted. This wmeual
mumber veflected the velatively nild weather at that time, Iy mide
Degember there were over 300 bald eagles, 40 percent of which weve

4 dead bald eagle picked up near Springbreck, Iows on Jamary 9, hed
besn banded June 18, 1975 seven miles easst of Vatersmeet, Nichigan, as
a nestling, There was no outward evidence of cause of death and the
bird has been twmed over to SRA Tichels,

sigtrict

3&!&““&%”“%&%%&1%
and trappers 444 well,

Gottentall rabbit populations remain high,
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Former hay meadows,
farmlands and
bottomland forests
are now prime
habitat for many
species of fur-
bearers, fish
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Opposun have shown steady inereases in recent years but the present cold
Vﬁnﬁwwb”uﬂm@

Otter sign is more commonly obsexved. Otter harvest has been closed for
two years, The distriet carries about eight otter.

Tow waser an heavy plant growth provided excellent habitat for about
100 white-tailed deor during the winter, Hunting success was lov due

to heavy cover and difficult hunting eonditions, Iusirat house checks
showed 1,257 houses in 1976, compared to 637 in 1975, Low waters forced
many *rate to build bank dens,

Jeaver lodges ineveased from 45 to 49. Low water forced meny Himmesota
beaver into Wiseonain and Towa habitat.

Camsville DI 2%

gmumwumﬁmammmmm*m
at 89,961, Treppers this yesr harvested 14,744 'rats as compared to
26,668 in 1975, Average prloe was $3.00, Deaver pelis have declined
in value tut the population has ' +« Trappers teok 148 of the
estimated 800 beaver population, Prices averaged 511,00

Also taken by treppers from the Cassville distriot were 108 racceon,
28 misk, 21 opossum and 1 ved fox, Populations of all these species
ave stable or increesing very slightly.

Joyotes ave becoming move common in this district.

A

- -

Digtrict

Jensus teansects and fur cateh reports both indicate a downwmd trend
in fwbearer populations, Total fur cateh was down 29 perceni but the
total value of the fur was only 19 percent less during the 197576
season, _mmmsmmmiw&wmm“
208 permits issued, Darly freese and lower populations indicate a
Coyotes sre unsommon, A few reside in the Savanma Arxmy Depot, One was
taken at Spring Lake,

Signs of wiver otter were noted in Pocl 12, the Marous bottoms of Pool
13 and Fevedosia bottoms of Pool 14. 1% is most common in Pool 12 tut
pightings have been common in Pool 14,

YR TIYLE

am-awmmmmwm&uswﬂnm,
nuffed grouse ave fairly common on the higher islands,



At

w'wmwwmmam,mmmuw
' as well as from such sites between Lansing and New ilbin, Iowa, Iore
Puffed srouse are also found in that avea.

3 g o

LSSV

ruffed appear to be inereesing in mumbers on refuge islands,

et

4 massassuge rattlesnake was seen by a YOO emrollee near the Nelson
dike, This species is considered rvare to endangered in Visconsin,

A local commercial fisherman who uses a horiszontal scanning sonar, one
of enly five of its kind in the United Siates, indicates a decrease in
sohool sizes among pough fish, He can scan 2 5S-acre area and helleves
the decresse iz due to inoressed fishing efficiency thorough use of sonar,




Ice fishing shanties
on a "hot spot"
k: south of Goose

g2 Island in Pool 8.

KB-76-4

e Jiatrict

Low water entrated rough fish ani permitted heavy hauls, Sport
fishing was excellent, with large catches of bullheads, base, crappiles,
bluegills, and walleyes especially at the Lansing ares,

There appears %o be a definite decline in the number of enapping

furtles and soft-shielled turtles in this distriet, It would be desie
rable to study the cause.

BV

Low water and snow-covered ice led %0 o simmificant fish kill in the
Harcus botltome, Pleasant Creek, Potter's mmrsh, Spring Lake, Pin Cak
and isolated backwaters, Thess included ocaxp, shad, drum, btullhead,
stziped bass, large-nouth bass, creppie, and sunfish, A swwer kill
also cccurred because of low water which trapped fish, Another winter
kill is expected, Thirtyetwo permits for commercial fishing were
issued on Spring Lake, Catch was buffalo, 12 tonsj§ drum, 7 tonsy
earp, 10 tonsy paddlefish, ,5 ton, Fishing pressure was down,
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Commercial fishing supplements the local

economy and supplies metropolitan food
markets.

TDA~ 76"’3 =

Snapping turtles appear to be declining. Areas which held many
large turtles now produce only a few small ones. Both number and
size have declined. They are highly prized as food in this area
and can be sold in local fish markets. State regulation control
methods of taking, but over-harvest appears to be the problem on
this slow-growing species.



istrict
rmation boards were erected at landings, showing meps,
information, dusk identification and regulaticns, Canves-
2 £ % 3 ;},;.i:‘t,.?' at seversl ,".3.1‘.__ e

¥CC crews trans-
planted willow
shoots and reed
canary grass to
vegetate Weaver
marsh inlet
plugs.

88C 76~-7

La Crosse Distrietl

selfeguided foot trail .4 mile in length om Coose Island doubled
in use over the past year, There were 400 visits in July alone,
iz was almest totelly use by adjacent campers, Ain inlerpretive
display is located adjecent to the In srotate 90 rest arsa at Lock
and tam 7. “his is a S-panel display. About 130,000 visitors
registered at the Center in 1976, It is estimated that 10,000
viewed the display, and increase in 10 percaent,

wo UE clasees frem Lakevills, Minnesola used the refuge during
the swumer,
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tours for high school and college students were held vt present
does not mlleu a0 gxtensive g;:} sran, - Signe, maps and leafletls
are svailable at the office,

igtriot

Although there are no EE %.J.‘i. ities st Cessville, tours anl Jdemonstros
tions are falrly common, o0 state pariks adjacent %o
-i.*““ .L::"i:. and one national ;mmz:saﬂ%. hese ovide a large amownt o

]

E.,l:
e
:

v

oy
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gren continues to inormae
Pourdeen of thes

Beo Center used the distr
The Thomsen sand prair
neture & ;
were being made

Over 500 students
used Spring Lake
for EE purposes
under the guidance
of the Thomson
Eco Center this
fall.

TDA~76~1

ar programs were presented to

¥ 5 8 week and two on SEresTR. W 24 3

portions of a preseribed wm at Trempeslean ! 6P ‘.mf:,.
g

3 P - - S
lews rolscses were issusd on trap Sag ssles and canvasback regulations,
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auwmmﬁﬁwmmmmam
Sport=t-fiams displays, leetings attended included those on ice jem
mtw.mmwmwmg.s‘
4 in on Twin Cities sewer dischavge proposal, Duteh elm diseass
seminar, Public meeting on the Laneing Power line cressing, mumberous
SGRBAT work group meetings and on~site dredge site inspections,

mmmmwmnmmmmM@m
in arez schools, Some were presented the following week, About

44500 students attended,

cigtrl

few pool maps for this, as well as the other districte, were a
welcome addition to public information available,

LRaine )

ol |

?iﬂcmumnmmmﬁma
%o ihe vefuge, The district manager was active in the New Albin

Community Club, Lansing Lions Club and Lensing Lions Volunteer

.“ e UIBTXICT

The district me ¢ served as a member of the Carroll County Bavirone
mentel Bducation Advisory Couneil, This group functione through the
mwmwm%wmm.
mmm%mmmtmumsmnm.
hw&hmﬁuwm,mmmm
organizations, 4 progran was given at Shimer College for county
career dgys,
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WMWWMM&WM&M&&&
the Nimesota side of the distriet, About 1,500 participated in the
Hizmesota opening and 1,000 in Wiscomsin, Severe drought and firve
wmmwmmdemmmm¢
mm_mﬁuz;mm&;ﬁmmrwﬁmwkm&em
m.Wmmmmm in estinated
7,880 hanters li L 15,500 dusks, 65 Canada geese and 730 cool,

WhiW&hﬁm&%www,m
mskrate talen for a value of $60,4585.78. This take was dowm from
wy&,mmamwammtmam Average price
per *rat was $3,13, Thirteen mink brought 210,29 each, 25 raccecns at
£44.36 easch and 260 beaver averaged 24,80,

Fishing wes the most popular form of recreation on the district with
an estimated 321,000 visits for that purpose,

i 1)

.mmmdwmmmm
Wﬂ_fmtnmwmnﬁmmﬂuﬁm
in the distriet for non~conswmptive wildlife-crisnted recreation,

Two hundred sores ave developed into a county park. Wildlife obser=

wgmawmmmmwﬁmmmmm
ﬁﬁ;ﬂ;&ﬁ@ﬁﬁhk&ﬂaﬁwmﬁwa Fishing use was sbout the

Jaterfowl mmting is ancther important recreational sotivitys 4

on = pool or distriet btasis, The use figures for the distriet in
1975 showed 40,000 vieits, munting quality declined as cvowding,
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Fur trapping on the Upper }iessissippi has almost left the recreational
mﬁammam, ¥ith muslowt pelts selling for over 5
éonmm mmtmmmmmm,mmm
torial and general problems situations, zffective
Maummuﬁﬁmmmm

In 1976, thewe were 525 trapping ts issued in the lLa Crosse
distriot: The income to the econoeyy should appreach 200,000
uﬂnmmmmtuwmmwm,

noers and the refuge, lauy m«rmmmum
Wﬁhmwﬁmw«wmmmwmﬂtm
Coxpe to solve some of the problems imvelved,

!‘thﬂiﬁ'mwmﬁﬂbﬁiﬁﬁku%ﬁﬁém

Tunting sctivity brought 820 visite for deer but succoss was poor.
Deer werve common tut cover and sccess were difficult obstacles,

Watexfowl hunts totaled 11,330, Iloet marshes in the Reno bottoms
wore dry, miliing a poor ssason for Himmesota hunters there, The
first Salva opening was fair, as wes Wisconsin's but the second
opening of the split season was excellent, It remmined that way
theough lovenber 10, in Iows and VWisconsin, with neny limits of
mallexxis and widgoon,

%MMMWWW&M&&WW

distriot, a decline of 43, WMMMW'@M
with only 12,905 veported for 1 75«76 sesson, Neavy trapping is
M&Mmaffntmm tetal population,

mmmwmmymhms, This wes &
drop of 300,000 from 1975 tut could probably be tied te shallow
mmmmamnmmm

MMW%I&“VMW%&&WW.
iigh mmting pressure contimued for only a fow deyes and weelday
hunters were hard to find,

Small geme hwmting was fair on the fringes of river sheweline,
nabbits and squirrels were taken,
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faceoon Inmiing pressure incweased with the value of the skins,
These brought wp %o 25 dollare each,

MM--mutﬂnémmmmﬂm:mu%

@mwmmtmwmamﬂhmsm Clear
ice made 'vat runs easy to loeste, !y prime areas weve hit as
wsmmwuﬂm@m

%mummmﬁﬁmmmsm
oefferiver conditions, Crowiing ani confliet became more common,
Illivels attempts to regulate spacing of hunters with & set of

complex and confusing blind wegulations, There are mumerous cone
m»am&, &h%m%ofﬁow&mmm

mmmmmt%mfammm
mmmm&mww,&mm ;
aémmmmmmm. Acesss to the distedst
is served by 11 Federal landings, 12 cities, 20 private and € astate
access areas,




savens District

derand remains high on distriet

itat and access facilities,

was §100,00, Hunting pressure fell off but 4 who remained
quite ceveful, The pwoblen remains, however,

were
mmwmsmsmwmmmmm trol,
Immum-ﬁ:hﬂummwwruhwr

A fence was evected to protect a

violations,

boat
The airboat permitted wide

o permit, no tage, too closs to




Sdulis and @ percent of the immstures veve cavrying lesd, Special

mm&w11mﬂmﬁm¢ These do
mmmmmmmmwmm
mmﬁumﬂnmmm-m,ammg
signs and other properiy, illegal struciures, marijusns cultivation
mmmmmmmmmwm
th present st ' mtmummmmmm
z:;mmwmmmm»mumm:

—_—t

The point system on waterfoul mede veoxdering a coumon practice ead
one whioh was 4ifficult to nail dowm,

mammmm:mm.mwwm%sum

nearly three yeavs of legal delays, Private landowners attempted
block socess S0 Jaskeson Island lake with & dam, The Corps of

h.
WNM@&WWMW%%

B

M#Mmmm&aum-!mb'ﬁﬁ
illegal devices, geven vases of fishing treopess were made at the
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Mmmmfwmdlwwmm

Reguler duok season cases were down and no cormorante were lmown to
be shot this year,

Trapping enforcement included cases of pre-secson staking and sets
t00 close o houses,

Two ineldents of vandalism weve noted, A new 4 x 8 fool sigm at
Goosepoint lookout was stolen, Vandals Lwoke the lock and entered
the Spring lale pumphouse, They broke the light, Twoke the gate at
the pup and desivoyed & "no trespassing® sign, Attempis to damage
pup controls wre unsuccessful, It is possible that rocks were

thrown inte the punp pit and this would reguire cleancut pricr %o
use of the pump,

WMWWWMQmﬁ1%§mm
wes accelersied, Wmmmumm
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zthmlh&&%cma%-vwmwﬁﬁm
sam“mammnmmmm.
mtawwmm:mmtmmw
can be great and diould be fully consideved in advance.
mm*swm&mﬁuwmahm.agwamwh
evaluated in depths in additional flow into the upper end of Founw
maawmummwuwammh
Dem 5 installed by the Corps of Engineers.

and high winds destrayed 12 pevoent of the young,

gmmMW“mMmﬂ‘minmm
showed 157 hevons and 37 egrets on the ground from that







1976, Mmmw-de%mzm
Twin Island at the mouth of the Zad Awe river. sfter this project,
m&m&mmwmmm

mmwmmm Prior to CREAI
w;iuduhmtmtahwuh.
the islands ave at capecity, OUredge spoil has Wuﬁw
backwater waterfowl habltat, Sites must now be inspected in advance
and the recommendations o the inspection team considered.

chanmel goup acoomplished two openings in this district, ome ad
mmmummammwwm
of Lainsville slough.

izedging. mﬂumezwmww,mmwm

wore movad. %wwaﬁemwm

amamnmﬂmmmm.

smmmmvﬂkmmmm
iicenses, mmmxmlmmaam,
Mwmmmw MMWM,
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mmmmvmmma
The loeal spor ‘s ¢ be pha by 1980, :aw.i-

xmmmmwmmumxew
years, The lake shoreline is refuge land but the land just beyend
nwmwfwm These properiy owners who use
the vefuge shoreline complain of "weeds" and shallow water which

Hanager Butts attended a Civil Serviee egusl employment opportunity
mmahmaammmn

searing was held August 12, at the Lansing high sehesl o
Cooperative's application to run a 161 H

Mummmmma wmsamm
eressins was high, The feeling was for a erossing at Remo or o

iine, Doth the Corps of Ingineers and the Fish and Wildlife
mmmamwmtmmt.



mmtmmmnsmmmﬂ-mwu
purchaser from Cuttenberg, Iowa,

The mmmmmmammmu.
Plattvil s Wisoonsin during the summer,

oﬂ pi wae observel at Savanna on lawch 10, It appeared
hh!hl » probably from & commeveial tow, The Coast Cuawd
wm&iﬁa&. :

axz&unmmmwmmzwm;w

27. The smount was emll, It eriginated at a trein derailment on

& Lridges @Mwmhﬁh@mtmwo
Panager Atking completed the 10-hour course "Role of the 'amager in
0", Conducted in the Twin Cities,

Atking attended the regional conference held during Junme at the Twin
Cities,

Assistant lenager Steve lresser was promoted and transferved to
Medicine Lalke IMNR in Montana as sssistent manager effective Augmet 1,

Stan Cownelius, Films Volk and Dan 7o {11 took sourses in Pivst ALd
and in cardiopulmonary Resuscitation, along with other refuge and
Hational Sign Shop personnel,

There were no lostetinme scoidents,

mwmm&mmgm&mmawumwum

An electrical inspection of the distriet was completed, as were
other distriet checks,

Pwo hours of defonsive driving training was received at the refuge
staff meeting in Janmawy,

Faneger Butts was involved in a minor accident with the district's
1971 Flysouth sedan-delivery., ramage %o the government car wes just
wdner §300, The other dviver was totally at fault and her insurence
peid for all repaive,
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ranager allen partioipatedin all refuge safety training programs,
- Yo aceidents were recorded this year,

In early Hovember thwee Wiscomsin waterfowl lmters drowned while
trying to reach Ferryville during a windstorm, Their 12 foot

boat overturned in the middle of Lake Wimneshiek, Only two of the
bodies have been recovered o date,

mmmmmmmmw.
| mwummmmwww
sated in all training,

reeser; 3 howr cardio-pulnonary resuscitation
Atking & Dreeser: & hr, general Tirst Ald cowrse,



Stanley Cornelius, Refuge Manager, GS5-9, PFT

Hilma Volk, Assistant Refuge Manager, GS-T, FPFT

Dan MeGill, CETA Laborer, 1/16/76 - 9/3/76, Temp.

Paul Viner, Work-Study, 6/3/76 - 8/14/76, Temp,
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